The Quinta Primary School
Welcome to Reception 2022
---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Dear Parents/ Guardians,
Please let us start by warmly welcoming you to the Quinta Primary
School. We hope that you are as excited as we are about your child
starting school this autumn term. We are sure that you will have
many questions but hopefully this letter will answer some of the
questions that you have.
The EYFS Team
Our Early Years Foundation Stage is made up of two classes. These are Reception 1 with
Miss Jackson and Reception 2 with Miss Archer and Mrs Hall. The classes have three
teaching assistants called Mrs Anderson, Mrs Goodwin, Miss Massey and Mrs Frodsham. We
are very much a team and all the staff will share your child’s experiences. We have a shared
outdoor classroom and a Quinta woods area too. Your child will be able to play and work in
any of the indoor and outdoor classrooms as we have a freeflow system.
Induction
A lot of your children attend our preschool however full days at nursery or pre school can
be very different from reception. The first days in school are very important. These shape
the way your child feels about school and gains confidence around the whole setting. Some
children adjust very quickly while others may not. Therefore, we always find a few days of
part time work really successfully for all of the children in our school.
The children will start school on Monday 5th September 2022 for half day sessions. These
sessions are either from 9:00 until 11.30am or 1:00 until 3.20 pm. On these days the
children will be shown around the school, play with the other children in a smaller group and
get to know the staff and routines of the setting.

The children will come into school and be collected by the colourful gates of the Reception
classroom. They come in uniform with a book bag, coat and named water bottle. Please
encourage your child to go into the class on their own.
On Thursday 8th September the children will ALL stay for the morning and have their
lunch with us and go home at 12.30pm. The classroom door is open from 8.45am and school
starts at 8.55. On this day you will collect your child from the preschool green gates.
On Friday 9th September all children will be full time! The classroom door is open from
8.45am and school starts at 8.55am. The day ends at 3.20 pm.
Please let your child walk into the classroom on their own and wave
goodbye to them at the reception playground gate. We will be there to
meet them. We have a staggered drop off time to avoid congestion.
When your child starts school full time the school day starts between
8.45am to 8.55am and ends at 3.20pm.
Provision during half day sessions
If you cannot bring or collect your child for these half day sessions please don’t panic! Our
preschool setting is available to help and the staff would love to look after your child if
needed. There is a separate form/ letter to explain more about booking your child for these
sessions.
School dinners and snacks
School dinners are free for our EYFS and Key Stage One
children. Dinners are ordered online in advance using scopay. If
you are new to the school you will have a scopay account set up
on the first week back. Each day the children can have a piece of
fruit or vegetable for snack time in the morning. This is part of
the government’s free fruit and vegetable scheme. Cartons of
milk are also provided free each day to children under the age of
five. The company Cool Milk can also continue the provision of
milk past the age of 5 to those parents who continue to order
and pay online. Snacks are encouraged to be healthy snacks.
Please ensure that your child has a named water bottle in school each day. They will have
access to these all day.
Each day the children are provided with a piece of fruit or vegetable for snack time in the
morning. Cartons of milk are also provided free each day to children under the age of five.
We ask that you send your child to school with a named full bottle of water each day. Some
children prefer their own snack at break time. If you would like to do this please ensure
that the snack is a healthy one. We are a nut free school.

Spare clothes
Please send your child to school with a bag of spare clothes including underwear and socks.
These will go on your child’s peg and stay in school.
Uniform
Children in the Foundation Stage wear a white polo shirt so that they are easily
recognisable to the rest of the school, and to make it easier to get dressed and undressed
themselves.
Girls wear a grey skirt or tunic with a blue cardigan or jumper.
Boys wear grey trousers or shorts and a blue jumper
Once we are settled your child will come to school once a week in p.e kits. This is blue
joggers, blue p.e t shirt and trainers. There is also blue p.e hoodies too.
Please help your child to practice getting dressed by themselves.
Children will need a book bag to bring their things to school each day.
DP Sportswear sell all our uniform and book bags.
www.dpsportswear.co.uk
ALL UNIFORM and PE KIT MUST BE NAMED including shoes!
Illness
If your child is ill and absent from school please contact the school office in the morning.
If your child has a stomach or sickness bug they must stay home for 48 hours after their
last bout. If your child is ill during the day at school we will contact you to arrange
collection. It is really important that contact numbers are kept up
to date on our school records so we can contact you quickly. If
your child has any health or medical needs please let the school
know so that we can send home the relevant forms. Any medicines
that your child needs can only be administered with the correct
paperwork.

Communication
The primary form of communication for the whole school is ‘Seesaw’ - an app that can be
downloaded to your phone or accessed via the internet. Some information is sent out via
text message, email or on the school website. We will be setting your child up on seesaw
before the end of the summer term. We will be able to read your child stories and show
them photos of the setting. We will also post whether your child is doing morning or

afternoon sessions for their first three days and which class your child is in and the name
of their teacher.
The EYFS curriculum
The Early Years Foundation Stage (EYFS) has their its own curriculum. There are seven
areas of learning. *Communication and Language * Literacy * Mathematics * Understanding
the World * Expressive Arts and Design * Physical Development * Personal, Social and
Emotional Development.
Play underpins the EYFS. For most children their play is natural and spontaneous although
some children may need extra help from adults. We value play and will provide safe but
challenging environments that support and extend learning and development.
More information will be sent home in the autumn term to help you understand the
curriculum further and provide you with many ways that you can help at home.

Things that will help
· Name absolutely everything. We will do our very best to
send home book bags, jumpers, coats and water bottles
each day but we can only match named items with their
owners. This is the same for P.E kits too. Shoes and
trainers should be Velcro and not laces at this stage too.
· Send named water bottles, book bags and coats to
school each day.

SEN or Individual Needs
We will hopefully still be able to speak to all the preschool settings but we would really like
to know any individual needs your child has before they start school. There are forms to
complete for children that have already had Special Education Needs identified. We also
have forms for those children with medical needs that we need to be aware of.
The most important thing for us is that your child feels happy coming into school and that
you feel well informed. This is the start of a new adventure for your child.
Quinta preschool children will be visiting our classrooms regularly over this half term. If
your child has not attended the Quinta preschool we invite them to school in the morning of
14th July for a play session.

If you have any questions, queries or concerns please do not
hesitate to contact us via email
admin@thequinta.cheshire.sch.uk.
Yours sincerely,
The EYFS Team
Mrs Gratton (EYFS Coordinator, Assistant Head), Miss Jackson
(Reception 1 teacher), Mrs Hall and Miss Archer (Reception 2
teacher), Mrs Anderson, Miss Massey, Mrs Goodwin and Mrs
Frodsham (Reception Teaching assistants).

Our names are Mrs Hall, Miss Archer and Miss Jackson.
We are the Reception teachers when you start the Quinta school.
Aren’t you all grown up? This letter is
especially for you so that we can tell you all
the fun we will have once you start school. All
the other children and teachers are really
looking forward to meeting you. I wonder how
smart you will look in your Quinta school
uniform! We will have such a lovely time and I
know that you will make many new friends.

On your first day we will be at the classroom door to meet you. Do
you think you will be brave enough to come into school on your own?

You will have a few days at school
where you only stay and play for half
a day. Then you will stay for lunch
with the whole class.
We will go outside to play each day. We have our
own outside play area but when you are ready we will play on the big
playground with all the other school children. The Year 6 children
will be our buddies and help us. You will have your own buddy who will
come and play with you and help you. That's very exciting and the
Year 6 children cannot wait to meet you.
Don’t forget to bring your book bag to school each day, a coat and a
water bottle with your name on.
We are very excited to hear what you like to do. At school you will
be able to do lots of things. I wonder which will be your favourite?

I bet you are already really clever but there are a few
things that you can do for me before you start school.
● Try to get dressed for yourself.
● Learn the names and sounds of the
alphabet.
● Practice writing your name.
●

See you very soon,
Mrs Hall, Miss Archer and Miss Jackson

Seesaw (Our online learning journey)

Log on to seesaw to start the virtual visits to school, meet the staff and start
communications going so we can get to know you and your child.
What is seesaw?
● Seesaw is a simple way for teachers and students to record and share
what's happening in the classroom.
● Seesaw gives students a place to document their learning, be creative
and learn how to use technology.
● Each student gets their own journal and will add things to it, like photos,
videos, drawings, or notes.
● As a school we use seesaw throughout the whole school and it is used to
post weekly school newsletters too.
● https://youtu.be/pzlrtDR84KY This video tells you a little bit about seesaw.
Family and class seesaw
Our families have two seesaw apps at the moment (family and class).
We have always used the family app. The family app gives family
members a view of what their child is working on in the classroom.
Family members can comment on student work, view announcements,
and message their child's teacher. Family accounts cannot respond
to Activities or post directly to a student journal.
Recently we have asked the children to download the class seesaw
app in order to complete home learning activities and post student
work at home. Students need to log in to the Class App. Here they
can post photos, videos and notes from home. Students can only
complete assignments and post work from the Class App.
Students can also login at app.seesaw.me by selecting 'I'm a Student'.

How to download seesaw
1. Install class seesaw app from Google Play store or App store.
2. Once installed, it will ask you for their home learning code. This will be
sent to you by email separately.
3. Please click on this link to access the video on signing in:
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=OHB24Y-ALLY&feature=youtu.be
You can download the family app in a similar way. Then scan the QR code.
How to use seesaw
1. For your child to add something to their personal journal,
they need to click on the green plus sign and you can
choose between a photo, drawing or video. If IT is already
on your camera roll, then you click upload, and it will give
you options to do it from your camera roll or another location.
● Photo: this is used when you take the photo as
you upload.
● Drawing: exactly as it states. You can add a
drawing which is done directly onto the ipad
● Video: same as photo but opens up immediately
onto the video setting.
● Upload: this is as stated (a file, photo or video)
but it is saved to your hard drive , google drive
or camera roll.
● Note: This opens up a notepad for you to write
on and uploads the text.
● Link: This allows you to add a hyperlink to a
document (you may have in a different online
drive) or website

2. To access the activities, set by your child’s teacher
you will need to click on the Activities tab on the
right-hand side of the page. Click on ‘add response’
and you can proceed to complete the activity.

Commenting on your child’s work
On a normal day we use seesaw for communication about work only. You can
comment on your child’s work. The children love to see your positive comments.
When there are new Seesaw posts, families are notified via app notification.
Parents are only notified about their own child’s work, and all data is safe and
secure.
FAQs
Seesaw takes privacy seriously and ensures all data is safe and secure.
✓ Student work comes to the teacher for approval
✓ Families only see their own student's work
✓ Students can post to their journal, respond to activities, and view
announcements. Students cannot see each other's work while at home.
✓ Seesaw is free for families. Family members can access their child’s active
classes in the Seesaw app or website. Once the class is archived, family
members can download a .zip archive of their child’s work for free, which they
can save to their computer so they can access their child's files anytime.
Please click the link below to view the Privacy Notice for Pupils, Parents and
Guardians
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1AYmQnxyXepCmckdeD786F5_mZHKPljjt/vie
w?usp=sharing

You can see the latest holiday dates on the school website.

