
Thank you for your help during what has been an unusual and tricky term.  We have worked hard to 
reduce the opportunities for Covid to spread around school and seem to have had lower rates than 
other local schools.  However we are aware that Omicron seems to be much more transmissible so we 
are awaiting further guidance after Christmas. If we think your child seems unwell in school we will be 
contacting you and asking you to take them for a PCR test to try and keep everyone safe. If we have a 
great deal of staff absence we may have to be creative in the way we cover classes but we will try to 
use familiar adults from each phase where possible.  

New Covid Guidance from 14/12/21  If your child has Covid symptoms they must not come into school 
unless they have a negative PCR test. If you are notified by NHS Test and Trace that they are a close 
contact ,or following exposure to a confirmed positive COVID case, all pupils should take an LFD each 
day for 7 days (nose swabs only). If they test negative, they can continue to attend school. If they test 
positive, they should self-isolate and you will need to order a PCR test to confirm the result. If the PCR 
is positive, they must self-isolate for 10 days. If the PCR test is negative, they no longer need to self-
isolate but should continue to carry out the remainder of the daily tests, and only need to isolate if it is 
positive or they start to develop symptoms  

Staffing ~ As many of you will have heard, Miss Davison who teaches in Y5 was involved in a serious 
accident a couple of weeks ago. She is now out of hospital but her recovery will take many months. Her 
class will be covered by Mrs Cooper; other part-time teachers in the Y5/6 team will work full time from 
January to ensure all the classes are covered by our school staff. Mrs Stacey has recently given birth to 
a little boy, Albie, both are doing well. Mrs Hindemarch has been covering for Mrs Morley’s maternity 
leave so she has left us this week; she has done an excellent job at providing cover for KS1 teachers’ 
planning time.  

Safety ~ Please park with consideration around school. I have had a number of complaints about 
parents parking on the zig-zags to drop children off. They are there to keep children and parents safe. 
Please park and walk like the vast majority of parents.  Please note you can also be fined for 
‘idling’ (sitting with engine running) as this is so bad for the air quality around school. 

Have a lovely Christmas with your families.                    Mrs Mann, Headteacher 
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We have enjoyed all our Christmas events. The children’s faces were 

amazing on 1st December when they arrived to see all the classrooms and 

corridors decorated for Christmas. Reception enjoyed dressing up taking 

part in their Nativity. This was filmed for parents to watch at home. Other 

classes have learned a Christmas song; you should have been sent a link 

so you can watch. Mr Cooper has been leading Zoom Christmas song 

sessions which we have all enjoyed. The children enjoyed their Christmas 

dinner, some were even tempted to try sprouts for the first time! KS1 

watched a video from Wadsley Church which told the nativity story with 

Lego characters. The children also made a Christingle from an orange. The 

Christmas parties are happening this week, the children are having fun 

playing party games and eating special food. Thanks for your contributions. 

Thank you for the great response to the toy collection for Mission 

Christmas. This is helping some Sheffield children have a better Christmas. 

We raised an 

amazing £1053 

for Children in 

Need! Thank 

you so much! 



School Dates 2022 

Queen’s Jubilee Bank Hol. Tuesday 3rd January 2022 

First day of term   Wednesday 4th January 2022 

Last day of half term  Friday 11th February 2022 

Training Day 3   Monday 21st February 2022 

First day of term   Tuesday 22nd February 2022 

Last day of term   Friday 1st April 2022 

First day of term   Tuesday 19th April 2022 

May bank holiday   Monday 2nd May 2022 

Last day of half term  Friday 27th May 2022 

First day of term   Monday 6th June 2022 

Training Day 4   Friday 17th June 2022 

Training Day 5   Monday 4th July 2022 

Last day of term   Friday 22nd July 2022

Y5 & Y6 

Groovy Greeks - Y5 and 
Y6 have been studying Ancient 

Greece.  In literacy, we have studied a few myths 
from that period - our favourite has been 
Thesaurus and the Minotaur. Inspired by this myth, 
we have made our own computer games 
using Scratch...Are you brave enough to 
escape from the menacing Minotaur? We 
have also enjoyed doing woodwork; we 
have designed and made a ball maze. In 
topic lessons, the children were 
excellent at using Greek democracy to debate 
whether the summer holiday should be shortened 
to catch up on learning missed due to COVID - 
you'll be pleased to know that they decided this 
would be a bad idea! 

Happy Christmas from all in Y5 & Y6! 

KS1 - Ahoy me hearties! 

Y1 and Y2 have had great fun this term learning all about the seaside and pirates. They dressed as 
pirates for a ‘Pirate Day’ and enjoyed doing lots of exciting activities, such as sewing puppets, learning 
about the RNLI and designing and making boats which would (hopefully) float. Only a few sank without 
trace!  

As we moved towards Christmas, we have made Christingles alongside a video put together especially for us 
by Wadsley Church and vicar (and Y2 dad!) Dan Brown. We have also made cards and calendars and polished 
up our class Christmas songs. I'm sure you will have heard the children practising at home in fine voice! 

The Y2s have also worked really hard on their delayed Phonics test and we are so proud of how well they've 
done. 

Merry Christmas from all in Key Stage 1! 

Y3 & Y4 

The children in Y3 and Y4 have enjoyed our ‘Anglo-Saxons’ and ‘Survivors’ topics!  We learned a great deal 
about how the Anglo-Saxons influenced our lives today, and about what life is like in deserts (both hot and cold) 
around the world. As part of our literacy work, we have enjoyed class books such as ‘How to Train Your 
Dragon’ and ‘Desert Adventure’ by Bear Grylls. They have produced fiction writing linked to these and other 
books, and have written superb non-chronological reports about some terrifying desert creepy-crawlies! In 
computing, they have experimented with digital art to produce interesting self-portraits, and have explored repeating 
patterns. Our science work has focused on light and electricity.  The children have enjoyed experimenting 
with torches, reflective surfaces and simple circuits. The children have also enjoyed getting involved with 
‘Times Tables Rockstars’, and are working hard to master all their times tables!  

Cross Country 

After a COVID-enforced break last year, Marlcliffe 

children have again been getting stuck into the Sheffield Federation 

for School Sports (SFSS) cross-country competition. From the first 

race at a sunny Bolehills Park, to our last race at Bradfield School, 

everyone has tried their best and represented the school 

fantastically. We (Mr Cooper and Mrs Cooper) have been really 

pleased to see plenty of new faces giving it a go and enjoying 

running. We've seen some fantastic individual performances and 

some great team spirit when it comes to encouraging others. Cross

-country is a good way to get fit and be part of a team without the 

pressure of 'winning'; no matter their finishing position, everyone 

scores points for the team (results are finalised in March). There 

are a few more fixtures to come in the new year, so look out for a 

letter or get in touch with either of us. Finally, a big thank you to all 

the parents, grandparents and carers who have given up their time 

to support their child by bringing them along.  

Reception 

This term the children have been learning about our 
community. We have talked about the different places near 
our school and even had a trip Hillsborough Park to look for 
signs of Autumn. The children have also talked about the 
different festivals and celebrations people in our 
community enjoy, like Bonfire night, Diwali and 
Christmas. 

Recently the children have been finding out about 
people who help us in our families, school and the 
community .For example, shop keepers, postal workers, 
nurses, doctor and builders. The children have then 
thought about the jobs they might like to have 
when they grow up. 

We were very excited about doing our 

performance of “Happy Birthday Jesus.” The children have 

worked very hard learning their lines and practising songs. 

We hope you have a wonderful Christmas! From 

The Foundation Stage Team 


